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not to make war upon the people nor impose upon 
them in any manner. But such was the tension of 
those trying times, that the citizens could not be con- 
vinced that the expedition meditated anything but 
evil. In their excited state of mind, dwelling upon 
painful and bitter Memories, it looked to them like 
a movement for their destruction, or at least ex- 
pulsion from their hard-earned homes. 

They resolved that such an event should not be. 
They determined to oppose the advance of the troops, 
and if possib'e prevent them from entering Salt Lake 
Valley. But while holding back the arm, lifted as they 
believed to strike, it was their further purpose to ac- 
quaint the Government with the true situation in 
Utah, hoping that a peaceful and friendly adjustment 
of differeneés would follow, If this hope failed, they 
woud lay waste their farms and fields, set fire to their 
towns and villages, and retire into the mountains or 
into the southern wilderness. 

Preparing for the Campaign. The plan proposed 
was carried out almost to the letter. On the fif- 
teenth of September Governor Young proclaimed 
Utah under martial law, He forbade all armed forces 
to enter the Territory, and directed the militia to hold 
itse'f in instant readiness to repel any attempt at in 
vasion. Citizens trave ing or sojourning in other lands 
Were invited to return and tally for the common de- 
fense. Settlements formed by Utah people beyond 
the limits of the Territory were broken up, the 
peopte moving back to their former homes. 

Since 1852 Utah had been divided into milits y dis- 
tricts, most of them corresponding to the counties of 
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the Territory. Soon after the news reached Gover 
nor Young that an army had been ordered to Sat: 
: Lake City, General Dan- 
iel H. Wells, who was 
stillin command of the 
militia, issued instruc- 
tions to the several dis- 
trict commanders, re- 
quiring them and the 
forces under them to 
make all needful prepar- 
ations for a winter cam- 


paign. The “Legion” 
then numbered a litte 
over six thousand men. 

Governor Young and 
Captain Van Vliet. The 
first person connecte:l 
with the Expedition to 
enter Utah, was Captain 
Van Vliet, of the Com- 
missary Department. He reached Salt Lake City on 
the eighth of September, one week before martial fa 
was proclaimed. His object in coming was to ascer sn 
whether forage and fuel could be purchased for the 
troops while quartered here. In his official report 
the Captain says: “On the evening of the:day of my 
arrival, Governor Young, with many of the leading 
men of the city, called upon me at my quarters. The 
Governor received me most cordially and treated me 
during my stay, which continued some six days, with 


Genera. Danie H. WELLS 


om 


EROS man 


“7 70" Deere a Bnet gape 


102 THE MAKING OF \ STATE, 


the greatest hospitality and kindness, In this inter- 
view he made known to me his views with regard to 
the approach of the United States troops, in plain and 
unmistakable language.” “The Governor informed 
me that there was an abundance of everything | re- 
quired for the troops, such as lumber, forage, ete but 
that none would be so'd to us. In the course of my 
conversations with the Governor and the influential 
men of the Territory, | told them plainly and frankly 
what I conceived would be the result of their present 
course; * .* 


¢ : they might prevent the small mil- 
itary force now approaching 


Utah from getting 
through the narrow defiles and rugeed passes of the 
Mountains this year, but that next season the United 
States Government would send troops sufficient to 
overcome all opposition. The answer to this was in- 
variably the same: ‘\We are aware that such will be 
the case, but when those troops arrive, they will find 
Utah a desert, Every house will be burned to the 
ground, every tree cut down, and every field laid 
waste.” “T attended their services on Sunday, and 
in the course of a sermon delivered by Elder Taylor 
he desired all present who would apply the torch 
to their buildin 


s. cut down their trees, and lay waste 
their fields, to hold up their hands. Every hand. jn 
an audience ‘ 
wa 


umbering over four thousand persons, 
raised at the same moment. 


Captain Van Vliet was convinced that the people 
here had been misrepresented, and he expressed the 
belief that the Government would vet send an investi- 
gating cominittee to Utah. Governor Young replied: 
“IT believe God sent you here, and that good will 
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row out o rad when IT heard you were 
coming.* If we can keep the peace for this winter, I 
feel sure that something will occur to save the shed- 


ding of blood."+ ; 

The Mountain Meadows Massacre. At this very 
time was perpetrated, in a far-away corner of the 
Territory, that horrible deed, the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre, the most deplorable event in the history 
of Utah. It occurred on the eleventh of September, 
while Captain Van Vliet was still at Salt Lake City; 
ut the news did not reach this point until nearly 
three weeks later, and even then the awful tale was 
a day of railroads and tele- 


not fully told. It was not 
the scene of the massacre was three hun- 


from the Territoria! capital, in an Indian 
yond the outskirts of civilization. 

& to the faets now known, a company of 
\rkansas was passing 


zraphs, anc 
dred miles 
country, be 
According 
emigrants from the State of 
ah in the summer and autumn of J 
hey were traveling by what was known as : 
Southern Route.” which led from Salt) Lake City 
1 Imore, Beaver, Parowan and Cedar City. 


through Ut 


throug 
_ here, 
Southern C 
last Utah settlement, 
tain Meadows, thirty or 
they were set upon by a large band of Indians led by 


turning southwest, it crossed the desert to 


fornia.t The travelers had passed the 


and were encamped at Moun- 
forty miles beyond, when: 
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“Squire” Wells was noted in those early days as a man of strict in- 
tegrity, with a high sense of justice and impartiality. In 1839, when the 
Saints who were fleeing from Missouri settled at Commerce, he aided in 
securing for them a cordial welcome. Among other pieces of property he 
owned eighty acres of land on the bluff. This he plotted into city lots and 
sold to the poor and persecuted refugees at a very low figure and on long 
time payment plans. This endeared him to the people and also determined 
the location of the chief part of the city, for the Nauvoo Temple was built 
on land that he had once owned. 


On making the acquaintance of the Prophet Joseph Smith, he became 
strongly attached to him, though at the time he didn’t belong to the Church, 
When the charter was granted by the Illinois Legislature to the City of 
Nauvoo, he was elected an alderman and a member of the City Council, 
also a regent of the university and a Brigadier-General in the Nauvoo 
Legion. When the opposition to the “Mormons” reached its height, Gen- 
eral Wells remained on the side of the assailed people. The murder of 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith aroused his deepest indignation and he strongly 
protested against the demand of the governor of Illinois for the arms of 
the Legion. But it was not until the exodus of the main body of the Church 
that this sterling champion of the opposed cast his lot with the Latter-day 
Saints. After his baptism on August 9, 1846, he gave the Church his full 
support and faith. In the battle of Nauvoo. General Wells was practically 
the leading spirit, On his white charger he was a prominent target for the 
enemy’s bullets. but he was not injured. When the city was evacuated he 
was one of the last to leave and was fired upon by the enemy's cannon 


after crossing the river into Iowa. He sent one of the cannon balls with his* 


compliments to the governor of lowa, as a specimen of Illinois’-respect for 
its obligations. 


After settling his affairs in Illinois he started for the West and ar- 
rived in Utah in 1848. Out here in Utah he was elected Major-General of 
the Nauvoo Legion (State Militia) by the general assembly of the State of 
Deseret, May 26, 1849. He received the rank of Lieutenant-General, March 
27, 1852. 

In the Indian troubles that arose in Utah County and later in Sanpete 
County, General Wells took the field in person. routing the Redmen at 
Provo and other places and saving the Sanpete and Sevier settlements from 
the disasters that threatened them. His sixteen-year-old son, Daniel H. 
Wells, Jr., was his drummer boy. These Indian campaigns were conducted 
with great military skill and success. for he was a true leader. General 
Wells was in command of the Echo Canyon expedition in 1857-1858 and 
conducted it with signal skill without the shedding of one drop of blood. 


This was one of his favorite sayings and it was the creed by which he 
lived: ... “And it is interwoven in my character never to betray a friend 
or brother, my country, my religion or my God.”—Clara Hedges Anderson. 


COLONEL ROBERT T. BURTON 


Colonel Robert T. Burton of early American stock traveled exten- 
sively through the Eastern States, Central States. Europe and Southwest- 
ern Canada. June 11, 1844, found him in Illinois a few days before the 
martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum. He had 
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become a member of the Church, and enlisted in Captain Gleason’s Cav- 
alry Company of the Nauyoo Legion. Early in life he became a military 
man. He possessed natural leadership. He was on guard duty in the City 
of Nauvoo at the time of the assassination of Joseph the Prophet, and for 
some time after; endeavering to protect the lives and property of the 
people from mob violence and robbery, He was bugler of the Nauvoo 
Brass Band. - 

Two years after his arrival in the valley, July, 1847, the organization 
of a territorial militia was commenced among which was the first company 
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of cavalry, Captain George D. Grant, commanding, and Mr. Burton act- 
ing as bugler for the company. Early in the following year this company 
was called into active service by the governor to defend the settlers in Utah 
County against the hostile Indians. Leaving Great Salt Lake on the eve- 
ning of February 7, 1850. they traveled all night, arriving at Provo early 
the following morning, where they found the Indians fortified on the south 
bank of the Provo River. The Indians stoutly defended their position for 
three days against the attack of the militia. : 

However, on the third day the little company of cavalry, commanded 
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BURTON, ROBERT TAYLOR (son of Samuel Burton of 
Yorkshire and Hannah Shipley of Lincolnshire, Eng.). Born 
Oct. 25, 1821, Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada. Came to Utah 
Sept. 23, 1848, Capt. Allen's division of Brigham Young com- 
pany. 

Married Maria S. Haven Dec. 18, 1845, Nauvoo, Tl. (daugh- 
ter of John Haven and Judith Temple of Holliston, Mass, 
pioneers 1848, Capt. Allen company). She was born April 
10, 1826. Their children: Theresa, m. Louis S. Hills; William 
Shiple n. Julia M. Horne, m, Eloise Crismon; Robt. Taylor, 
m. Roselia M. Salisbury; Charles Samuel, m. Julia Young, m. 
sphine Beatty; John Ha . om. Catherine 
ptte Grant, m. Mitchel; + 
m. Edwin ki. Wilcox; Mary Amelia, m. Ezra Stev- 
weber Kimball, m, Clara Herman. 

Married Sarah A. Garr Feb, 6, 1856, t Lake City (daugh- 
ter of Fielding Garr and Pauline Turner of Indiana, pic 
neers 1847). She was born pt. 24, 1823. Their childre 
Henry Fielding, wm. Anna Gibbs; Franklin Garr, died; 
fred Jones, m. Elizabeth Peart; Alice 
Wells, m, Ela Cumming Turner, 
Edward Leon, m. Isabella Armstron 
Florence Moyle; Ada May; Virginian L 
Austin Garr, im. Leonora McMillen; 
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1862. U.S. internal revenue collector for Utah, by appoint- 
ment of President Lincoln 18 69. Missiona to Illinois, 
Michigan and Ohio; counselor to Bishop Andrew Cunning- 
ham of 15th ward, Salt uke City, and in 1867 became 
bishop of that ward; missionary to eastern states 1869 
and to Europe 1873; president London conference; second 
counselor to Edward Hunter, and after his death became 
first counselor to William LB. Preston (presiding bishops). 
Took an active part in early Indian troubles; first a captain 
Company A, then commissioned major, and afterward 
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major-general Utah militia by Governor Durkee in 1868. 
Assessor of Salt Lake county 1880; member city council 


r legislative cour (territorial senate) 
ing in the legislature in 1876, he, Abra- 
and Silas S. Smith, were appointed a com- 
ipile and publish all the laws of the 
1 iu force. Member board of regents 
sity of Deseret 1880-84. Died Nov. 11, 1907, Salt Lake 


